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Development and Impacts of the 

U.S. Lightning Safety Program 

John Jensenius 

National Lightning 

Safety Council 

Lightning Safety 

Specialist 



The U.S. Problem 

20 Million CG 

Lightning 

Strikes 

331 Million 

People 

 



Changing Behavior 
 

Education 
 

Awareness 
 

By Example 



Education and Awareness 

Build a team 

Develop materials and messaging 

Enlist partners 

Distribute materials 

Document incidents 

Create database 

Communicate 



Build A 

 Knowledgeable Team 
 

Lightning Safety Specialists 

Lightning Specialist 

Medical Specialist 

Communication Specialists 

Media Specialist 

Government Official 

Lightning Survivor 



Develop Materials 
 

Web Site 

 Science 

 Safety 

 Sports Safety 

 Property Protection 

Awareness Week/Day 

Brochures 

Posters 

Social media posts 

Children’s activities 



Preparedness Materials 

http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/posters/jensenius.jpg


Preparedness Materials 



Preparedness Materials 



Develop Messaging 

What are the one or two most 

important messages that you 

want to convey? 



General Messaging 
 

There Is No Place Outside That Is 

Safe When A Thunderstorm Is In 

The Area 



Targeted Messaging 

Baseball: With lightning, it’s one 

strike and you’re out! 
 

Soccer: Don’t get caught in 

striking distance! 
 

Golf: If you hear thunder, head to 

the clubhouse.  Let the storm 

play through. 

 



Enlist Partners 

Weather forecast offices 

Safety organizations 

Federal, State, and County gov’t 

Sports organizations 

Outdoor organizations 

School organizations 

Broadcast and print media 

 

 







Distribute Materials 
 

Email 
 

Website 
 

Physical distribution 

   at events 
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Lightning Safety Visors 
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Lightning Safety Visors 
 



Documentation 
 

Track and document lightning 

     incidents 
 

Build an online database 
 

Provide updates to partners 
 

Look for “media hooks” 



All, 

 

A 34-year-old man who was struck by lightning on Wednesday, July 8th, on the roof of a building in Evansville, 

Indiana, has succumbed to his injuries.  He was reportedly working for a roofing contractor at the time of the 

incident. 

https://www.courierpress.com/story/news/2020/07/09/man-struck-lightning-evansville-berry-global-facility-

efd/5405603002/   

 

https://www.14news.com/2020/07/08/person-reportedly-struck-by-lightning-evansville/  

  

 

This is the first lightning fatality in Indiana since July 20th, 2019. 

http://lightningsafetycouncil.org/States/IN.pdf  

 

 

This is the 8th lightning fatality of the year in the U.S.  Based on the past 10 years, the U.S. averages 12 

lightning fatalities through July 12th. 

 

 

Since 2006, there have now been 16 lightning fatalities attributed to roofing activities. 

http://lightningsafetycouncil.org/Activities/Roofing.pdf  

 

 

(List and demographics below, map and pictograph attached.) 

 

 

John Jensenius 

Lightning Safety Specialist 

National Lightning Safety Council 

--------------------------------------------- 
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Analyze Your Data Yearly 
 

Statistically analyze the data 
 

Create simple graphs and charts 
 

Provide updates to partners 
 

Look for “media hooks” 
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Lightning Fatalities 
By Activity 

Leisure 
63% 

Daily 
Routine 

16% 

Work 
19% 

Unknown 
  3% 

Based on 435 cases from 2006 through 2020 
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Male 
80% 

Female 
20% 

Lightning Fatalities 
By Gender 

Based on 435 cases from 2006 through 2020 
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How have the average number of 

lightning deaths in the U.S. 

changed since we began our 

campaign in 2001 ? 

Has It Worked ? 
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www.lightningsafetycouncil.org 
 

www.weather.gov/safety/lightning 

  

For More Information 
 

 
Visit The Web Sites 



The End 
John Jensenius 

 

National 

Lightning Safety Council 
 


