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ANNUAL MEETING OF DIRECTORS OF METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES

Doc. 7
KINGSTOWN, ST. VINCENT – 26th NOVEMBER 2007
WMO  CONGRESS  ISSUES

 (Submitted by the Coordinating Director)

RESULTS OF THE

FIFTEENTH WORLD METEOROLOGICAL CONGRESS

(Geneva, 7-25 May, 2007)

Summary

1.
The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) held its Fifteenth Congress in Geneva, Switzerland from 7 to 25 May 2007.  The World Meteorological Congress is WMO’s highest policy-making organ.  It was chaired by its President, Dr Alexander I. Bedritsky of Russia.  The Congress adopted a work programme that sets the course for the activities of the WMO over the next four years.  The main challenges to be addressed in that period are: natural disaster prevention and mitigation; water resources assessment; climate change research and its applications; scientific and technical research to combat environmental degradation; and technical capacity building of the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs).

2.
Congress provided guidance on the global scientific and technical programmes and agreed on new strategic programmes related to Space activities, the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Disaster Mitigation.  It also gave guidance on a number of issues that will strengthen the capacity of NMHSs and their visibility and the recognition of their role in support of sustainable development.  In particular, Congress gave high priority to training and capacity building for NMHSs in developing countries.

3.
Six of the nine CMO Member countries that are also Members of the WMO were represented for all or part of the Congress.  These are Antigua & Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, the British Caribbean Territories, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago.
Programme Highlights of Special Interest to CMO

Global Observing System (gos)

4.
Under the Global Observing System, Congress noted with appreciation that through the coordinated efforts of Members, GOS continued to provide unique and sustainable observational data and information on the state of the Earth and its atmosphere to meet evolving requirements of various users.  
5.
It underlined that along with the broadening satellite data and services, especially through Research and Development satellites, further improvements were achieved in the availability of data produced by other components of the GOS, notably marine and AMDAR data.  Congress specifically noted NOAA activities to move GOES-0 to 60( West in order to enhance coverage of the Americas and the EUMETSAT decision to continue dissemination of Meteosat-8 imagery through EUMETCast for this region.  
6.
By significantly improving satellite detection of such natural hazards as severe storms, floods, drought, landslides, and wildfires, those moves would help to protect lives and property in North, Central and South America as well as the Caribbean.  
Global Telecommunication System (GTS)

7.
Congress noted with satisfaction the operational arrangements made for the effective support to Tsunami warning systems for the prompt distribution of warnings and the collection and exchange of sea level, deep-ocean tsunami detection and seismic data.  The Commission of Basic Systems (CBS) was asked to further review the exchange and routeing mechanisms for messages and files on the Global Telecommunication System (GTS), with a view to improving exchange of high priority data and products in support of a virtual all hazards network within the GTS.

Radio Frequencies for Meteorological Activities

8.
Congress noted with satisfaction the current radio frequency allocations and regulatory provisions of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Radio Regulations that were addressing requirements for meteorological and related environmental activities, through specific radiocommunication services (Meteorological Aids, Meteorological Satellite, Earth Exploration-Satellite - including passive remote sensing - and Radiolocation for weather and wind profiler radars).

9.
It expressed its appreciation for the active preparation and participation of WMO, including CBS, NMHSs, meteorological satellite agencies and the WMO Secretariat, and for the ITU and its Member Administrations recognizing the prime importance of the relevant radio frequency allocations for meteorological and related environmental activities required for the safety of life and property, disaster prevention and mitigation, the protection of the environment, climate change studies and scientific research.  It further expressed its satisfaction with the joint ITU/WMO publication Handbook on Use of Radio Spectrum for Meteorology and the WMO Workshop on Radio Frequencies for Meteorology (Geneva, February 2006).

10.
Nonetheless, Congress stressed that the threat on the full range of radio frequency bands allocated for meteorological and related environmental systems was continuing with the increasing development and expansion of new commercial radiocommunication systems.  Congress re-affirmed the crucial importance of suitable radio frequency bands for the operation of surface-based meteorological observing systems, including in particular radiosondes, weather radars, wind profiler radars, and of Meteorological and Research & Development satellites, including remote sensing, data collection and data distribution links.  The utmost importance should be attached to ensuring absolute protection of the special bands allocated to space-borne passive sensing, which were a unique natural resource for atmospheric and Earth surface measurements that had an irreplaceable role for weather, water and climate operations (forecasts, warnings) and research.

11.
Members were urged to actively participate in radio frequency activities, especially the preparation of World Radiocommunication Conference issues, conducted by their national telecommunication administrations, by regional radiocommunication organizations (CEPT for Europe, APT for Asia-Pacific, CITEL for the Americas, PATU and the Arab League for Africa and the Middle East), and by the ITU.  Further, Members should involve experts from their Meteorological Services in the work of the ITU Radiocommunication Sector (ITU-R), especially ITU-R Study Group 7 on Science Services and Conference Preparatory Meetings.  Congress re-affirmed the prime importance of radio frequency matters for meteorological and related environmental operations and research.
Tropical Cyclone Programme (TCP)
12.
Congress stressed that the TCP should continue to give priority to capacity building, which is essential for a sustained augmentation of the tropical cyclone warning services provided by NMHSs, particularly in Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in the tropical cyclone basins and Least Developed Countries (LDCs) that are equally vulnerable to tropical cyclones.  In this respect, Congress placed a high value on continuation of the co-sponsorship by WMO for the annual RA IV Workshops on Hurricane Forecasting and Warning organized by NOAA at the RSMC Miami, the biennial Southern Hemisphere Training Courses on Tropical Cyclones by the Australian Bureau of Meteorology, and the biennial RA I Training Courses on Tropical Cyclones by Météo-France at the RSMC La Réunion.

Aeronautical Meteorology Programme

13.
Under this item, Congress stressed that continued efforts by the Secretariat in support of the introduction of Quality Management Systems would be needed in particular for developing countries, e.g. by supporting the implementation of at least one demonstration project in a suitable Member country. Congress further suggested that results of questionnaires on the implementation of Cost Recovery will be analyzed and communicated to Members as they become available.

14.
On the issue of cost recovery for aeronautical meteorological service provision, Congress stressed the vital importance of this funding source in particular for Developing Countries, and learned that lack of coordination and clear guidance from the relevant government departments for air navigation service and national meteorological service providers for aviation prevented the implementation of cost recovery mechanisms for some Members.  It thus agreed that in addition to training and guidance material, targeted action in the form of visits and communications by the Secretary-General of WMO may be required to overcome the deadlocks encountered in these countries where revenues from aviation were seen as a key to economic survival for NMHSs. 

15.
The introduction of the new two-tier-system in the classification of meteorological personnel as described in WMO-No. 258 and its aeronautical supplement No.1 still requires a significant effort to ensure that aeronautical meteorological personnel fully comply with the new guidelines.  Congress noted the information provided by the United Kingdom on this matter.  Congress encouraged National and Regional Training Centres to be involved with these specialist training needs of aeronautical meteorological staff and also to cooperate closely with Universities on the development of appropriate degree courses.  Concerns were expressed by the ICAO Observer regarding the very limited scope of training foreseen for the years 2008-2011 since in the aeronautical MET field; the international civil aviation was dependent on training provided by WMO, in accordance with the Working Arrangements between ICAO and WMO.  This is an issue for many developing and also some developed countries for which Congress anticipated an increasing need for resources. 

16.
Congress also noted intensifying pressure from user groups, air traffic management authorities and ICAO to reorganize airspace and Flight Information Regions, and thus the Meteorological Watch Offices responsible for the issuance of SIGMETs and AIRMETs, into larger blocks both for the sake of harmonizing warnings and reducing costs.  It expressed serious concern about the implications of such tendencies for smaller and developing countries, and requested regional associations together with Commission for Aeronautical Meteorology to develop strategies for such cooperation amongst neighbouring NMHS’s that would ensure continued involvement of all Members in the provision of aeronautical meteorological services.

Education and Training Fellowships

17.
Congress was pleased to note the satisfactory collaboration of the training institutions in the monitoring and evaluation of the fellows studying in those institutions, but expressed concern about the relatively low-level of response from some beneficiary countries in providing feedback on the fellows’ performance upon their return home.  The Congress endorsed the decision taken by Fifty-eight Session of the Executive Council (June 2006) that no further fellowship awards would be considered for the Members whose Permanent Representatives (PRs) do not provide the required post-fellowship reports.
18.
Congress took note that the Revised Criteria for the Award of WMO Fellowships approved by Fifty-eight Session of the Executive Council stress the requirement that the PRs nominating candidates for long-term fellowship establish a clear connection between the human resources development plan of the concerned NMHS and the intended outcomes of the requested fellowship. 

19.
Congress welcomed the recent publication of the “Manual on policies and procedures for WMO fellowships”, which is meant to serve as a tool for the management, internal control and coordination of fellowships implementation.  It urged Members to use the Manual as a guide in their request for fellowships, group training, and familiarization visits by newly appointed directors of NMHSs. 
Natural Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Programme

20.
Congress noted that internationally, the WMO GTS was recognized as the backbone for information exchange in support of multi-hazard early warning systems and requested the Secretary-General, in collaboration with UNESCO-IOC, to support strengthening of tsunami early warning systems, through similar efforts in other regions at risk.  Congress urged its partners to address the need for enhanced ocean observations for improved tsunami detection and warning.
21.
Congress was informed that on the basis of assessments and surveys, the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Programme will lead a sustainable integrated capacity development action plan, which will be built upon some or all of the following major thrusts: 
(i) 
modernization of NMHSs and observing networks; 
(ii) 
implementation of national operational multi-hazard early warning systems; 
(iii)
strengthening of hazard analysis and hydrometeorological risk assessment tools; 
(iv)
strengthening NMHSs cooperation with civil protection and disaster risk management agencies; and 
(v) 
coordinated training and public outreach programmes.  
22.
Congress agreed that the action plan should focus on priority areas in line with the WMO Strategic Plan 2008 – 2011 and should be implemented through concrete regional and national projects involving relevant programmes, technical commissions, regional associations, and external partner organizations.  In that connection, Congress learned with satisfaction that the Secretary-General had already embarked on the implementation of several national and regional crosscutting projects.
___________
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