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1.
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) organized and hosted the World Climate Conference-3 (WCC-3) in Geneva, Switzerland from 31 August to 4 September 2009, with the major outcome being the establishment of a Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS).  WCC-3 conceived that improved climate services will be a major contributor to the international shared effort to cope with the effects of climate variability and change.  An aim of GFCS is to define the directions towards “better climate information for a better future”, in order to accelerate global action on adaptation and management of climate-related risks, while capitalizing on the associated opportunities.

2.
A High-Level Taskforce was established by WCC-3 to advise on the content and help shape the framework of GFCS to respond to the urgent needs of society for user-friendly climate information and services.  In this regard, the Taskforce has already initiated a series of global consultations with governments and stakeholders.  The implementation of the GFCS will be a strategic dimension of WMO activities for several years to come.  Undoubtedly, GFCS is expected to have a profound impact on Meteorological Services globally in their attempts to ensure that they meet the aims of GFCS in the face of changing climate conditions.  The High-Level Taskforce will hold another of its global consultations with the 50th session of the Caribbean Meteorological Council, including an examination of the “Role of National Meteorological Services within the Global Framework for Climate Services”.  The ANNEX to this document shows some of the issues that could be addresses in the consultation.
ACTION PROPOSED TO COUNCIL:
3.
Council is urged to use this first-hand interaction with the WMO and the High-Level Taskforce to contribute to the development of GFCS.

_______

CMO Headquarters

October 2010
Role of National Meteorological Services within the

GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR CLIMATE SERVICES

--------------

The overarching goal of the Global Framework for Climate Services is to:

“Enable better management of the risks of climate variability and change at all levels, through development and incorporation of science-based climate information and prediction services into planning, policy and practice.”

Points for discussion

Role of NMSs in provision of climate services

· Climate data, information and products
· Observations
· Climate research, modelling and prediction

· Climate services information system
· Climate user interface programme
· Capacity building

Climate services

· Essential requirements of climate services
· System for operational production of climate information 

National Framework for Climate Services

Level of services provided by NMSs can be categorized as follows:

Category 1 NMSs: Providing basic climate services 

Category 2 NMSs: Providing essential climate services

Category 3 NMSs: Providing full climate services; and

Category 4 NMSs: Providing advanced climate services
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