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Introduction

1.
The leading forecasters in Hurricane Prediction in the Atlantic Basin, at the Colorado State University and the National Oceanographic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) predicted an above normal 2006 Atlantic Hurricane season in April and May respectively.

2.
Both groups of hurricane forecasters updated their forecasts in August, decreasing the expected number of named storms, hurricanes and intense hurricanes.  The forecast issued by the NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center (CPC) as at August 8th indicated there could be 12 -15 named storms, 7-9 hurricanes and 3-4 intense hurricanes.  Further, NOAA indicated the expected activity had 75% chance being above normal, a 20% chance of near normal, 5% chance of below normal.
3.
There were three reasons for lower activity: 

1) Atmospheric and oceanic conditions were not as conducive as previously forecast, 

2) The transition away from La Niña-like rainfall patterns occurred more quickly than expected, and 

3) The very persistent upper-level ridge pattern over the eastern U.S. and western Atlantic, which contributed to the extremely active 2003-2005 hurricane seasons, is not present. 
June

4.
During June tropical storm Alberto formed.  The tropical depression which became Alberto formed in the north-western Caribbean Sea during the morning of June 10th.  It moved through the Yucatan Channel and became a tropical storm in the south-eastern Gulf of Mexico on June 11th.  The storm moved northward then made gradual turn to the northeast ensued and intensified to its peak wind of 50kt.  Alberto weakened as it impacted on the Big Bend area of Florida on the 13th; it became a depression on the 14th over Georgia and exited the US mainland near Cape Hatteras on the 15th as an extra-tropical low.
July

5.
July's lone Atlantic tropical cyclone developed in a surface trough associated with a decaying stationary frontal zone off the Southeastern U.S. coast.  A tropical depression formed on July 18th to the east-southeast of Wilmington, North Carolina.  The depression strengthened into tropical storm Beryl later that day, moving northward.  On the 19th Beryl strengthened to its peak intensity of 52kt.  Beryl turned towards the north-northeast and northeast and accelerated, passing over Nantucket on the 21st.  It continued to move towards the northeast Nova Scotia while losing its tropical characteristics. 
August

6.
Three tropical cyclones developed during August in the Atlantic, these were Tropical Storms Chris and Debby and Hurricane Ernesto. 

7.
Chris developed from a tropical wave and became a depression on August 1st.  It quickly strengthened into a tropical storm approximately 150 miles to the east-northeast of Guadeloupe.  Chris proceeded towards the west northwest while intensifying reaching 35 miles to the east of Barbuda on the afternoon of August 1st.  It reached peak intensity of 56kt on the 2nd, Chris quickly weakened to a depression on the 3rd as the mid-level and low-level circulation separated due to strong vertical shear.  The remnant of Chris continued a westward path while further weakening.  It produced rainfall on the Turks and Caicos Islands, Great Inagua and Cuba.
8.
The embryo of Debby developed from a tropical wave in the far Eastern Atlantic to the south-east of the Cape Verde Islands on August 21st.  Movement was towards the west-northwest, this path carried the system to the south of the islands on the 22nd.  Debby formed on the 23rd approximately 300 miles to the west of the islands, with winds peaking at 45kt.  There was little change in Debby’s intensity over the next two days, however, on the 25th the cyclone began to weaken due to shear.  On the 26th it weakened further and became a depression, while turning northward before dissipating.
9.
Ernesto developed from a tropical wave and became a depression on August 24th, while passing over the Windward Islands, where it produced torrential rainfall and flooding in some islands.  The system became a tropical storm in the Eastern Caribbean Sea on August 25th approximately 300 miles south of Puerto Rico. Ernesto moved towards the northwest while slowly strengthening.  It briefly became a category one hurricane with winds of 65kt, on the 27th, but thereafter the mountains of Haiti’s southern peninsula disrupted Ernesto’s circulation.  Ernesto impacted on Cuba on the 28th to the west of Guantanamo as a tropical storm.  It turned north-westward and remained over Cuba for 18 hours, eventually emerging on the 29th.  Later that day Ernesto passed over the Florida Keys, then extreme Southern Florida coast on August 30th.  Ernesto departed the Florida coast near Cape Canaveral as a depression on the 31st.  Ernesto strengthened over the warm water of the Gulf Stream and became a strong tropical storm, which impacted on North Carolina near Wilmington on September 1st.  Its path took Ernesto northward through Washington D.C as a tropical storm, eventually dissipating to the north of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  
September
10.
This September was closer than the previous year’s to the climatological normal, with the development of four cyclones Florence, Gordon, Helene and Isaac, they all became hurricanes, with Gordon and Helene becoming intense hurricanes. 
11.
Florence originated from a Tropical wave, which intensified into a depression on the September 3rd and became a tropical storm on the 5th.  The storm moved towards the northwest over the next five (5) days.  Florence became a hurricane on the 10th to the south of Bermuda.  It turned towards the north and passed approximately fifty-five (55) miles to the west of Bermuda on the 11th with winds estimated at 90kt.  Florence turned towards the northeast later that day and became an extratropical storm on the 12th.
12.
Gordon formed from a tropical wave to the east northeast of the Northern Leeward Islands.  It became a depression on the 10th and intensified into a tropical storm on the 11th.  Gordon was moving towards the northwest and further intensified into a hurricane on the 12th, while turning towards the northeast.  It reached its maximum intensity of 105kt on the 13th, while it was about 555 miles to the southeast of Bermuda.   The hurricane stalled in the Atlantic for approximately two days as it weakened to a category one hurricane.  Interaction with an upper-level trough caused Gordon to move north-eastward and then towards the east, while slowly strengthening to 90kts on 19th.  Thereafter, Gordon weakened and passed to the south of the Azores on the 19th, and became extratropical on the 20th. 
13.
A tropical wave after leaving the African Coast, organized into a depression on September 12th.  The depression passed approximately 200 miles to the south of the Cape Verde islands before becoming Tropical Storm Helene on the 14th.  Helene moved towards the west-northwest and became a hurricane on the 16th.  It gradually strengthened and became a category three hurricane on the 18th, reaching its peak intensity of 110kt on the 19th.  Helene turned to the north on the 20th, passing approximately 530 miles to the east of Bermuda on the 21st, while steadily losing strength.  It turned towards the east-northeast on the 22nd ahead of a deep layer trough.  Helene became extratropical on the 24th about 600 miles to the west-northwest of the Azores.
14.
The tropical depression which would become Isaac formed from a tropical wave in the Central Atlantic Ocean on the 27th approximately 800 miles to the east-southeast of Bermuda. The depression became Tropical Storm Isaac on the 28th and intensified into a hurricane on the 30th.  Movement was towards the north-northwest and it reached it peak intensity of 75kt on October 1st.  It turned towards the east-northeast and gradually weakened.  Isaac became extratropical on the 2nd approximately 40 miles to the east-southeast on St. Johns, Newfoundland.
______________________
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